Joint Statement on Regional Ocean and Coastal Collaboration

Great Lakes “Regional governance mechanisms are needed to achieve a more coordinated, ecosystem-based management
Commission approach for improving ocean and coastal health. ...additional tools and support that the federal government
Ilinois can provide are also needed to truly resolve the most pressing issues. Multi-state initiatives ... can strengthen
Indiana the voice of local stakeholders in communicating those needs to the federal government.”
Michigan + Joint Ocean Commission Initiative
Minnesota
New York THE CHALLENGE: The condition of our nation’s oceans, coasts, and Great
Ohio . Lakes are nearing crisis. While pollution, resource depletion and economic loss
Pennsylvania Ol O s
Wisconsin are the symptoms, the true cause of the crisis is a lack of coordination and
www.glc.org leadership.
S NS = THE SOLUTION: States have formed five regional ocean partnerships to
LUELLIEVIED IV manage and protect our ocean and coastal resources on an ecosystem scale.
(Forming) Leon Panetta and Admiral James Watkins (former chairs of two national ocean
(F}lé’g;gf‘a commissions) have called for the creation and ongoing support of these efforts.
North Carolina An annual report card on ocean governance gave regional ocean partnerships a
South Carolina grade of “A-,” far surpassing the grades given to the federal government.
G“.lf of Mexico PRIORITIES: Critical coastal and ocean needs cannot be met by any one
Alkig;ela state working alone. Although each partnership is unique, all work on large-
Florida scale challenges that require an interstate response. Regional partnerships are
Louisiana producing measurable results on such priorities as climate change adaptation,
Mississippi habitat restoration, coastal hazards and human safety, water quality and envi-
Texas ronmental education. Enhanced coordination between states and federal agen-
www.gulfofmexico-

, cies is a hallmark of each partnership.
alliance.org

Northeast Regional The nation needs to invest in protecting our ocean and coastal resources both
Ocean Council for their intrinsic value and for the national economy they help support.
Connecticut
Maine SUPPORT FOR PARTNERSHIPS IS NEEDED: Today’s coastal and ocean
Massachusetts challenges far exceed the resources that states can bring to the partnership
New Hampshire g . 5 q 9 q
Rhode Island table. Financial assistance and federal agency expertise, especially in the areas
Vermont of data acquisition, mapping, monitoring and research, are needed to achieve
community.csc.noaa.gov/ the seamless federal, state, and local approach to ocean and coastal management
nroc envisioned by the two national commissions.
West Coast
Governors’ NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE: The contribution of the nation’s coasts and ocean to the U.S.

economy is staggering. Our coasts and oceans provide:

Agreement on
8 4+ 28 million jobs

Occe?lfl H.ealth <4 Recreation for 189 million tourists
Oa rornia <4 $740 billion in waterborne overseas trade
regon - $55 billion in consumer spending on fishery products
Washington
Www.westcoastoceans. By 2025, 75 percent of the U.S. population will live within 50 miles of the coast.
gov

The time to act is now! To address our ocean and coastal challenges, the five regional partnerships have
each developed action plans that require federal support.

The Obama Administration and Congress should invest in regional partnerships to address the nation’s
most pressing ocean and coastal priorities.




