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May 8, 2009 

 

Kathleen Leyden, Chair 
Northeast Regional Ocean Council 
c/o Maine State Planning Office 
State House Station #38 
Augusta, Maine  04333 
 
    Re:  Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) and Gulf of Maine (GoME) Council 
 
Dear Ms. Leyden, 
 
As an independent scholar, maritime author, and member of an ESIP subcommittee of the Gulf of Maine 
Council, I wish to convey my unconditional support for the February 17, 2009, New England Governors’ 
Conference request of $6,090,000 in federal funds for the Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) to 
promote marine ecosystem health in New England. 
 
What is New England without its core identity which is derived the ocean?  From literature, to 
contemporary tourism, American commercial marine traffic, cultural norms and historical preservation‐‐
‐those are merely only a few undying ways and traditions in which the Northeastern United States is 
irretrievably tied to its seas.  We have a duty to honor the traditions of the seas, and a responsibility to 
forge a healthy future for our corner of the Western North Atlantic, by procuring funds which will enable 
smart, dedicated people in marine science and policy to do their jobs well. 
 
More than ever before, the proposed federal assistance, this government investment in New England’s 
marine watersheds, will for the first time lead to creating a framework that addresses conflicting uses of 
the ocean; cumulative health issues, not only for humans, but for the dynamic waters, too; and assist 
with adapting to sea level rise and changes in our global climate.  Especially important is that the Gulf of 
Maine continues to be treated as a single entity instead of a series of distinct states sharing watery 
borders.  Considering the whole region and its future and present needs are critical to our regional 
responsibilities as stewards of this immense watershed, and the waters of the Gulf of Maine. 
 
I am no one special.  I hold no high government rank or influential position in a non‐profit institution.  
And I am not a scientist.  I am, however, someone who has dedicated her best working years to 
maritime history, and contemporary marine policy:  I was a member of the No Discharge Area Team 
whose work led to the EPA declaring Cape Cod Bay a No Discharge Area.  Indeed, the question ahead of 
you, if I may humbly suggest, is not whether you will support this measure, but rather, how could you 
not? 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Theresa Mitchell Barbo, M.A. 
Journalist and Maritime Author 
Yarmouth Port, Cape Cod, Massachusetts 
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                                                                                                                              February 18, 2009 
Kathleen Leyden, Chair 
Northeast Regional Ocean Council  
c/o Maine State Planning Office 
State House Station # 38 
Augusta, Maine 04333l 
  
Dear Ms. Leyden: 
 
Following up on your helpful correspondences over the past two months, Blue H USA is 
strongly in favor of the February 17, 2009, New England Governor’s request for federal support 
to accelerate the planning, permitting, and operation of renewable and traditional energy projects 
in New England.    

Blue H USA LLC is a company based in Boston, Massachusetts with shareholders from each 
region of the United States.  Blue H Group Technologies Ltd is a UK registered holding 
company with its global management and operations through Blue H Technologies BV, a Dutch 
private limited liability company.  Blue H USA LLC is the exclusive site development company 
representing Blue H Technologies BV in the United States.  By utilizing proprietary deepwater 
wind energy technology of Blue H Technologies BV and its affiliates, Blue H USA LLC intends 
to become one of the United States’ leading developers of deepwater offshore wind farms. 

In December of 2007, Blue H launched the world’s first floating wind turbine off the coast of 
southern Italy.  This prototype wind turbine was installed 11.5 nautical miles off the southern 
Italian coast in deepwater (371 ft) in the summer of 2008.  Currently, Blue H is manufacturing its 
first commercial floating wind turbine which is scheduled for installation in 2009 off Italy’s 
southern region of Puglia in the Adriatic Sea as the firs wind turbine in a 90MW wind farm.  

On March 12, 2008, Blue H USA LLC submitted a Nomination For Lease with the US Minerals 
Management Service (MMS) to install what it anticipates to be the first floating deepwater wind 
energy unit in North America. The technology testing facility, named ‘Belinda’ consists of a 
floating structure supporting a non-operational 3.5 MW wind turbine consistent with MMS 
guidelines.  The purpose of Project Belinda is threefold:  

• Launch the deepwater wind energy industry in the United States by fully using US 
facilities for the construction, commissioning, and decommissioning of Blue H’s patented 
wind energy structure.  
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• Test the floating platform technology in actual oceanographic conditions in the Atlantic 
Ocean.  

• Collect site-specific resource data and information.  

Following demonstration of the efficacy of its technology, Blue H USA intends to proceed with 
seeking permits for a full scale commercial deep water wind energy project in a 40 square mile 
area which will:  

• consist of 120 turbines  

• generate 420 MW  

• be located 23 miles from Martha’s Vineyard  

• be located 48 miles from New Bedford  

• be in a water depth of 51 meters (167 ft).  

This Nomination For Lease, which Blue H USA believes has important implications for the 
establishment of the deepwater wind energy sector in the United States, is unfortunately still 
pending review by the US Minerals Management Service. 

In conjunction with its Belinda Project, Blue H USA is vigorously pursuing development 
opportunities in the state of Maine.  On August 9, 2008, Blue H USA announced during an 
interview with the Bangor Daily News that it is pursuing an appropriate site in Maine for the 
establishment of a deepwater wind energy farm.  Maine, with an excellent deepwater wind 
energy resource off its coastlines, is a focal point for Blue H USA project development. 

On January 14, 2009, Blue H announced Project Deepwater Turbine, a consortium led by Blue 
H including BAE Systems, EDF Energy, CEFAS, SLP Energy and Romax, which has been 
selected by the Energy Technologies Institute (ETI) as one of the first projects to receive funds 
as part of its ₤1.1 billion initiative. This UK based project aims at developing an integrated 
solution for a 5MW floating turbine deployed offshore in waters between 30 and 300 meters 
deep.  

In line with the Obama Administrations’ goals for energy security and reduction of greenhouse 
gas emissions, renewable ocean energy development is a top priority for New England.  Energy 
price stability, significant job and support industry creation, and air quality improvements are  
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among the considerable benefits of pursuing renewable ocean energy development in New 
England.   

Blue H has learned firsthand from its ongoing projects overseas that considerable information 
and local experience is acquired through pilot project implementation and full-scale project 
planning.  The information gathered during the pilot projects will be invaluable in determining 
the appropriate balances between renewable ocean energy development with existing and 
traditional uses of the marine environment.  In addition, the Governors’ Northeast Regional 
Office will bring together public, for profit and non-profit interests to pursue ways to accelerate 
renewable energy development.   

On behalf of Blue H USA, I kindly request that you heavily support this most important effort. 

  

                                                       Sincerely, 

                                                       Ray Dackerman 
                                                       General Manager 
                                                       Blue H USA LLC 





 
 
 

The mission of ICLEI U.S.A. is to build, serve, and drive a movement of local governments to advance deep reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and achieve tangible improvements in local sustainability. 
 

 

May 20, 2009 
 
Kathleen Leyden, Chair  

 
ICLEI – Local Governments  
for Sustainability U.S.A., Inc. 
436 14th Street, Suite 1520 
Oakland, CA 94612 
U.S.A. 
 
Phone: +1-510/844-0699 
Fax: +1-510/844-0698 
E-mail: iclei-usa@iclei.org 
Website: www.icleiusa.org 
 
ICLEI U.S.A. National Office 
180 Canal Street, Suite 401 
Boston, MA 02114 
 
Phone: +1-617/960-3420 
Fax:  +1-617/248-3974 
 
 
U.S. Regional Offices 
Northeast/Mid-Atlantic – Boston 
Midwest – Chicago 
Southeast – Atlanta 
South Central – New Orleans 
Western States – Denver 
Pacific Northwest/Islands – Seattle 
Texas – Houston 
California – Oakland 
 
World Secretariat 
Toronto, Canada 
 
Africa Secretariat 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
East Asia 
Japan Office 
Tokyo, Japan 
 
Korea Office 
Jeju, Korea 
 
European Secretariat 
Freiburg, Germany 
 
Latin America and  
Caribbean Secretariat 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
 
North America 
Canada Office 
Toronto, Canada 
 
U.S.A. Office 
Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
 
Oceania Secretariat 
Melbourne, Australia 
 
Southeast Asia Secretariat 
Manila, Philippines 
 
South Asia Secretariat 
Delhi, India 
 
International Training Centre 
Freiburg, Germany 
 
Project Offices 
China 
Indonesia 
Mexico 
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Northeast Regional Ocean Council 
c/o Maine State Planning Office 
State House Station #38 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
 
 
Dear Ms. Leyden:  
 
ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability USA, Inc. (ICLEI USA), a membership 
association of local governments committed to climate protection and sustainable 
development, is pleased to support the February 17, 2009 New England Governors’ 
Conference request of $6,090,000 in federal funds to support the Northeast Regional 
Ocean Council (NROC).  
 
ICLEI USA is the only national membership association of local governments committed 
solely to climate protection and sustainable development. As such, ICLEI works with 
local governments from around the U.S. to not only reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions (mitigation), but to also increase their resiliency to forecasted climate changes 
(adaptation). ICLEI’s Climate Resilient Communities program assists local governments 
with a comprehensive adaptation process, including assessing their vulnerabilities and 
identifying strategies to increase their resilience. The work of key partners such as 
NROC will help to ensure that ICLEI’s local government members have access to the 
most up to-date and reliable climate information, thereby improving their ability to make 
informed decisions about how to protect their communities from sea-level rise, storm 
surge, and other oceanic impacts.  
 
For the past year and a half, ICLEI USA staff has worked with representatives from the 
Northeast Ocean Council to share best practices and lessons learned. From these 
interactions, it has become critically evident that a strong need still exists to provide 
more detailed information, such as:  

● High resolution LiDAR data that can be used to help make local decisions about 
costal systems; 

● A better system for sharing best practices around sea-level rise adaptation 
strategies; and 

● Clear communication information about the vulnerabilities to coastal 
communities in New England that can be shared with the public and key 
decisions makers.  

 
Given ICLEI USA’s previous work with both the New England Governor’s Conference 
and NROC, and the alignment of our collective missions, ICLEI USA is delighted to 
endorse the New England Governor’s Conference request for funding to advance marine 
ecosystem health.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rebecca Carter – Adaptation Manager 
ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability USA, Inc. 
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February 19, 2009 
 
Ms. Kathleen Leyden 
NROC Chair 
Maine State Planning Office 
38 State House Station 
Augusta, ME  04333-0038 
 
 
Dear Ms. Leyden: 
 
RE:  U.S. Northeast Regional Ocean Council Action Plan - Coastal Hazards and Seafloor Mapping 
for Community Resiliency 
 
Through initiatives at the Maine Geological Survey in the last two decades, Maine has led the nation in 
planning for higher sea levels and increased storm hazards due to the effects of climate change.  We 
have been at the forefront of state beach policy that anticipates a 2-foot rise in sea level over the next 100 
years.  MGS has mapped potential sea-level rise inundation to identify vulnerable natural and 
anthropogenic coastal features.  This work provides the scientific basis for assessing risk and developing 
community resiliency in southern Maine in response to accelerated erosion and flooding.   
 
Current trends in global sea level rise - showing a 50% acceleration in the rate of sea-level rise in the last 
15 years compared to the 20th century - indicates  that there is precious little time to systematically 
prepare for increased coastal hazards.  Experience has shown us that it takes several years to collect 
data (such as seafloor bathymetry or coastal topography), generate existing and potential future hazard 
assessments, and then assist governing agencies and communities in developing appropriate resiliency 
action plans.  In our opinion, there is no time to delay in preparing the foundation for coastal hazards 
assessments so that communities along the coast can begin to take effective actions sooner rather than 
later in response to sea level rise.   Timely funding by the U.S. Congress for the NROC's request will 
provide for required regional coordination and expedited planning to further develop resiliency in 
northeast communities with similar coastal characteristics and hazards.  
 
The Maine Geological Survey strongly supports the New England Governors' request for Congressional 
Assistance and their resolution concerning Climate Change Adaptation.  Funding can be quickly and 
effectively put to use throughout the northeast states to address objectives clearly identified in the Coast 
and Ocean Action Plan and lead to tangible efforts to reduce existing coastal hazards and those 
anticipated from climate change in the coming century.  If I can be of further information or assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact me (207-287-7174; stephen.m.dickson@maine.gov). 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen M. Dickson, Ph.D. 
State Marine Geologist 
 
cc:   R. G. Marvinney, Maine State Geologist 

D. Keeley, The Keeley Group 

MAINE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY  PHONE:  (207) 287-2801 
ROBERT G. MARVINNEY, DIRECTOR AND STATE GEOLOGIST FAX:  (207) 287-2353 
  TTY:  (207) 287-2213 

mailto:stephen.m.dickson@maine.gov


 
 
Kathleen Leyden, Chair 
Northeast Regional Ocean Council 
c/o Maine State Planning Office 
State House Station #38 
Augusta, ME  04333 
 
May 8, 2009 
 
Dear Ms. Leyden: 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) submits this letter in 
support of the New England Governor’s Conference request of $6 million in federal funds for 
the Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) to promote marine ecosystem health in the New 
England.  The MLA is an industry‐based fishing organization representing the interests of 1200 
lobstermen and industry stakeholders along the Maine coast.   
 
Maine’s fishing industry includes 11,000 commercially licensed fishermen supporting nearly 
40,000 jobs.  In 2008, Maine’s 5,800 commercial lobstermen landed more than 67 million 
pounds of product valued at over $235 million.  The contribution of the lobster industry alone 
to Maine’s economy is estimated to be nearly $1 billion.   
 
The MLA strongly supports NROC’s coordinated and collaborative approach to ocean issues, 
and appreciates the need to fund the priority ocean issues identified by the states.  The NROC 
correctly identifies the need to invest in strengthening planning and decision‐making, effective 
governance structures, an ecosystem approach and critical issues such as sea level rise, climate 
change and energy needs. 
 
The MLA strongly supports this funding request which will help support all who are dependent 
upon healthy and well‐managed ocean resources for their livelihoods. 
 
Thanks you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Patrice McCarron 
Executive Director 
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Maine Marine Research Coalition 
c/o Peter A. Jumars, Chair

Darling Marine Center
193 Clark’s Cove Road

Walpole, ME 04573
22 May 2009

Ms. Kathleen Leyden, Co-Chair
Northeast Regional Ocean Council
c/o State House Station #38
Augusta Maine 04333

Dear Ms. Leyden:

The Maine Marine Research Coalition (MMRC) supports the 17 February 2009 New England Governors’ 
Conference request of $6,090,000 in federal funds for the Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) to 
promote marine ecosystem health in New England.  The MMRC notes abundant and well documented 
need for such promotion in the findings of both the Pew Oceans Commission and the U.S. Commission 
on Ocean Policy.

The MMRC is an inclusive organization of marine research institutions in Maine, including for-profit, 
nonprofit, public and private research institutions.  It was created to have a coordinated voice for Maine 
marine research in Augusta and to optimize application of broadly distributed marine research talent to 
pressing marine issues in Maine.  The MMRC seeks to enhance economic returns, preserve ecosystem ser-
vices and advance human well-being in its intersection with marine environments and products.  In 2009 
the MMRC suspended its regular schedule of bimonthly meetings in order to encourage its members to 
engage as fully as possible in the work of the Governor’s Ocean Energy Task Force.  In the MMRC’s collec-
tive opinion, development of ocean energy has some of the biggest potential gains and risks of any human 
activity that impinges on Maine’s marine waters.

Preparation for accelerated ocean energy production has highlighted the need for environmental char-
acterization that permits optimization of location of diverse marine activities, from power generation to 
aquaculture.  The challenges are greatly increased by complex patterns of climate change.  The MMRC 
therefore encourages the full portfolio of measures outlined in the request.  Particularly consonant with 
MMRC interests are the effort to commence implementation of the 2009 Regional Ocean Science Plan 
that focuses on climate change, human health and human activities as they relate to the ocean; coastal 
resiliency; and management and governance, but we also emphasize the need for (current lack of) high-
resolution seafloor mapping in Maine in particular and strongly endorse the measures to improve decision 
making about ocean ecosystem health.

Maine coastal currents become New Hampshire and Massachusetts coastal currents.  Recent research 
shows that they are far better at turning the corner around Cape Cod than was previously thought.  The 
coastal region represented by NROC is connected, and the full region will gain the benefit of early warning 
of upstream changes in Maine.  We thus strongly support NROC bringing together a variety of stakehold-
ers across our region to promote effective management at all levels, from the national trade-offs between 
coal and wind energy to more local marine concerns.  The MMRC supports the New England Governor’s 
Conference request and thanks you in advance for your continued support of the research needed to make 
informed decisions about important regional marine and coastal resources.

Sincerely yours,

Peter A. Jumars
Chair, Maine Marine Research Coalition
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GEORGE D. LAPOINTE
COMMISSIONER 

 
    May 1, 2009 

 
Kathleen Leyden, Co-chair 
Northeast Regional Ocean Council  
c/o State House Station #38 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
 
Dear Ms. Leyden: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Maine Department of Marine Resource (DMR) in support of the February 
17, 2009 request by the New England Governors’ Conference for $6,090,000 in federal funds to 
address some of the region’s more pressing ocean and coastal issues.  
 
As Director of the Bureau of Resource Management, I oversee scientific research and monitoring 
programs to conserve, restore, and manage the marine and estuarine resources of the State of Maine.   
Seafloor mapping is a critical need for many of our programs.  We currently conduct a multispecies 
survey twice a year along the Maine and New Hampshire coast, as well as species-specific surveys for 
lobster, green sea urchin, sea scallop, and sea cucumber.  Seafloor mapping is critically to delineate 
the habitats of these species, develop and improve spatial models to assess the health of these 
species, and inform spatial management that is, for example, currently underway for our sea scallop 
fishery.  I am a member of the steering committee for the Gulf of Maine Mapping Initiative that 
represents multiple state, federal, and international jurisdictions around the Gulf of Maine, whose 
purpose is to broaden the base of support for seafloor and habitat mapping of the Gulf of Maine.   
 
The Governors’ request for federal support will, among other things, produce seafloor maps essential to 
marine resource and habitat management, ocean energy siting, and creation of shoreline elevation 
maps needed by coastal communities to adapt to rising sea levels. These investments will better 
position the region to respond to the challenges it is facing.  Productive habitats for commercially and 
ecologically valuable species are located throughout the coastal zone.  Development projects, such as 
aquaculture, wind farms, pipeline and cable installations, dock and pier construction, sewage outfalls, 
and dredge disposal, can disrupt and degrade the habitat functions and values of the marine 
environment. Benthic habitat maps are a vital tool to allow managers to visualize the distribution, 
diversity and extent of marine communities under their jurisdiction, and thus enable them to minimize 
impacts while allowing wise use of our coastal and ocean waters. 
 
In closing, I’d like to emphasize the need for the state and the region to improve our mapping capability 
for use in ocean management planning and to improve management of our valuable marine resources. 
 
Sincerely, 

Linda P. Mercer, Director 
 

http://www.Maine.gov/dmr  
PHONE:  (207) 633-9500          FAX:  (207) 633-9579 
 
   
























