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Ocean Energy Planning  
Goal: The planning, siting, authorization, and operation of coastal and ocean 
energy generation and distribution facilities will be made within a regional 
strategic context via improved coordination, communication, and responsible 
stewardship of the public trust.  New England’s ocean energy facilities will 
help to meet the region’s energy needs as part of a diverse portfolio of 
energy sources, while ensuring the ocean's natural and cultural values are 
protected. The Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) should recognize 
and emphasize the states’ role in approving, denying, or regulating energy 

or other facilities within state waters and should promote coordination with federal agencies 
involved in these activities. 
 
Summary: There is growing awareness among state and federal planners, managers, and 
regulators that they lack the comprehensive information base required to evaluate coastal and 
ocean energy projects within a regional context. The current framework for decision making is 
project specific, based largely upon federal law and regulations pertinent to the Outer 
Continental Shelf. In addition, uncertainties remain concerning the states’ role in decisions and 
investments regarding energy projects in federal waters.  
 
There is growing appreciation for the need of a regional strategic framework that enhances 
interagency and intergovernmental coordination, communication and responsible stewardship of 
the public trust, and addresses the full range of planning, siting, authorization, and operation of 
coastal and ocean energy generating and distribution facilities. NROC’s role is to enable federal, 
state, private sector, and non-governmental organizations to discuss regional approaches to 
ocean energy resource and energy maritime transportation issues.  Implicit is the need to 
uphold the states’ various roles in approving, denying or regulating certain energy or other 
facilities within state coastal and estuarine waters. 
 
Accomplishments: 
 US Coast Guard develops GIS Database of New England ocean energy projects (2008) 
 
Activity Details: 
1. Develop accurate map products to support regional-scale analyses of ocean energy 

projects in New England waters.  (see also CMSP activity #6) 
 

Actions:  
• Coordinate with CMSP Strategy Team to develop recommendations and an acquisition 

strategy for priority ocean energy planning data needs.  
• Work with ocean energy stakeholders to identify the types and sources of contextual and 

baseline data and knowledge essential for ocean energy facility development, impact 
mitigation, and operations.  

• Facilitate discussion among relevant resource agencies (e.g., FWS, NMFS, state 
agencies) and the state- and Federal-authorizers (e.g., BOEMRE, Army Corps, RI CRMC) 
to identify New England’s regional biological survey needs.   

• Coordinate with the Northeast Data Portal to develop a regional data viewer. 
• Continue to update the US Coast Guard inventory and GIS database of NE ocean energy 

projects  
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With Existing Resources With Additional Resources 
Coordinate with CMSP Strategy Team Acquisition of priority data needs 
Develop recommendations for priority data 
needs 

Facilitate discussion between relevant 
resources agencies to identify New 
England’s regional biological survey needs 

Provide inventory of ocean energy projects 
to CMSP Strategy Team and Northeast 
Data Portal group  

Work with regional and national data 
providers to integrate new GIS data 

Discuss opportunities to update GIS 
database of ocean energy projects with 
CMSP Strategy Team and Northeast Data 
Portal group 

 

Work with regional and national data 
providers to host data 

 

 
 
2. Promote communications among state, federal, non-profit and private sector interests 

around ocean energy planning initiatives.  
 
Actions:  
• Assess regional ocean energy planning needs that complement CMSP and Task Force 

processes. 
• Routine exchange of information among the New England states (and other states 

around the country) through a combination of webinars and committee conference calls.  
• Use MMS Task Force meetings in RI, MA and ME to identify additional communication 

needs.  
• Maintain communication with the Atlantic Governors Consortium on Wind Energy. Also, 

provide updates on NROC progress and approach to interested New England 
Governors. 

• Identify state, regional, and national conferences that NROC can organize and facilitate 
sessions or panels focused on sharing information and perspectives on ocean energy 
planning initiatives.   

• A robust sub-page on the NROC web site devoted to status updates on New England’s 
ocean energy planning initiatives (e.g., RI SAMP and MA Ocean Plan websites) as well 
as basic descriptions and contact information for each.    

 
With Existing Resources With Additional Resources 

Webinar and discussion forum on status of 
ocean energy planning in New England 

Robust sub-page on the NROC website 
devoted to status updates on New 
England’s ocean energy planning 
initiatives 

Work with BOEMRE to identify additional 
inter-state communication needs 

 

Maintain communication with the Atlantic 
Governor’s Consortium on Wind Energy 

 

Organize sessions or panels at state,  
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regional or nation conferences on ocean 
energy planning initiatives 
 
2010-2012 Committee Co-chairs: 
Grover Fugate, RI Coastal Resource Management Council (State Co-chair) 
Ron Beck, US Coast Guard Region 1 (Federal Co-chair) 
Jessica Bradley, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement 
 (Federal Co-chair) 
 
 
 
 
 


