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NORTHEAST REGIONAL DATA PORTAL

SUPPORT FOR COASTAL AND MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

el U

WHAT IS A REGIONAL DATA PORTAL?
A regional data portal is a central place to
search for and access regional datasets,
view maps of regional data and interact
with CMSP practitioners.

The web-based portal will enable high-
speed access to a wide variety of state and
federal geospatial data, including jurisdic-
tional data, ecological data, human-use
data, and ocean observing data.

The portal will provide:

» a map viewer that will allow users to
view data products,

» a search tool,

» the ability to download datasets
from a data warehouse,

» information on data gaps, and

» CMSP analysis tools.

EXAMPLES OF DATATYPES

The following examples illustrate the wide
range of data types that will be accessible
through the portal.

Political and administrative
» Jurisdictional boundaries
» Spatial footprints of coastal and
ocean laws, regulations, and rules

Human uses

» Manmade infrastructure
» Shipping lanes

» Fishing grounds

Environmental

» Bathymetry

» Seafloor habitats

» Sediment types

» Species distributions

RESPONDING TO U.S. OCEAN POLICY

In July 2010, President Obama signed an
Executive Order establishing a National Policy
for the Stewardship of the Ocean, Coasts, and
Great Lakes. The policy articulates the value of
relevant and credible information for success-
ful planning and the need for an information
system. By creating this data portal, we are
responding to the Executive Order, connect-
ing national and regional efforts and leverag-
ing current and past efforts in the region.
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Map of commercial shipping routes overlaid on bathymetry;

Building a northeast regional ocean data portal improves the
accessibility of data needed for coastal and marine spatial planning.

Resource managers, planners, scientists and project proponents will
be able to easily find and obtain data for effective decisions.

The Need

The U.S. Ocean Policy of 2010 identifies the need for regional-scale coastal
and marine spatial planning (CMSP) supported by a robust data management
system containing coastal and marine scientific data sets and products. CMSP
is a collaborative process that depends on access to a wide range of data on
environmental and socioeconomic parameters. Currently, many of these data
sets are inaccessible and/or scattered among different data providers.

The Solution
A partnership of government agencies, non-government organizations and
academic entities are building a data portal for the northeast region from
the Gulf of Maine to Long Island Sound. The data portal will provide access to
regional geospatial data sets, summarized data products, metadata and tools
needed to support CMSP. The initiative
has begun by identifying priority regional
data needs and gaps and by developing
regional data products and online map-
viewing tools. The Northeast Regional
Data Portal is designed to build capacity
for both state- and regional-level CMSP.

Partners

The Northeast Regional Data Portal Working Group comprises like-minded
organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, with a shared
desire to create a collaborative environment where regional data providers,
scientists and policy makers can share data, ideas, tools and philosophies
to support CMSP. Closely coordinated with the Northeast Regional Ocean
Council, this effort builds upon existing capacity and includes:

- Applied Science Associates « The Nature Conservancy

+ Gulf of Maine Research Institute « Northeast Coastal and Ocean Data Partnership
- Massachusetts Ocean Partnership

« NOAA Coastal Services Center

+ Northeastern Regional Association
of Coastal Ocean Observing Systems

For information or to participate, contact Ru Morrison, Ru.Morrison@neracoos.org.



