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	8:30 am
	Refreshments

	8:45 am
	Welcome and Introductions
Dave Russ, DOI-USGS, Vice-chair of NROC

	8:50 am
	Agency Round Robin

Each agency will have 3 minutes to highlight current or upcoming activities that are related to NROC issue areas – Ocean and Ecosystem Health, Ocean Energy Planning, and Coastal Hazards Resilience.

	9:30 am
	Federal Coordination around Regional Climate Change 

Mel Coté, EPA

Desired decision(s) or other outcome:
· Recommendations to fill gaps through knowledge acquisition (research and monitoring), mitigation, and adaptation.

· Determine need for federal interagency workshop on regional climate coordination (e.g. Southeast meeting)

Content:

The first working session to begin coordinating federal climate activities in the region:

· Identify what each agency is doing in relation to climate change research and response

· Review issues and knowledge gaps that have been identified by NROC

· Identify opportunities to fill gaps through knowledge acquisition (research and monitoring), mitigation, and adaptation – emphasis on existing federal programs and initiatives.  

· Discuss need for additional workshop on federal (and/or state) regional climate coordination (e.g. Southeast meeting)

Materials: Inventory of Federal Climate Activities in the Northeast; Southeastern Natural Resources Leadership Group Regional Climate Change Meeting Agenda  

	11:00
	 Strengthening Regional Ocean Governance through the new Administration

Dave Russ, DOI-USGS

Desired decision(s) or other outcome:

· List of opportunities for NROC federal partners and state partners to highlight ROG to the next administration
Content:
The purpose of this session is to discuss opportunities and mechanisms for communicating the importance of regional ocean governance efforts such as NROC to the new administration.  

	11:45 
	Lunch at Mariners House

Please feel free to bring your own lunch or $5 for boxed lunch provided by the Mariners House.

	12:45 pm
	Massachusetts Oceans Act
Leslie-Ann McGee, MA Office of Coastal Zone Management

Greg Watson, MA Office of Energy and Environment Affairs

Stephanie Moura, Massachusetts Ocean Partnership Fund

Desired decision(s) or other outcome:

· Discuss opportunities for federal partners to engage 
Content:
NROC’s Massachusetts representatives will provide an overview of Massachusetts Oceans Act and the associated deliverables and timeline.  Additionally, the Massachusetts Ocean Partnership will provide an overview of its role in assisting the state with the Mass Oceans Act.   

Materials: MOPF strategic plan, Summary of the Mass Oceans Act

	1:30 pm


	Farm Bill Update 
Roylene Rides-at-the-Door, USDA-NRCS

Desired decision(s) or other outcome:

· Identify common interests between USDA-NRCS and NROC priority actions
Content:
USDA will provide an overview of the focus areas in the farm bill and programs or projects that will result from language in the new bill.  Specifically, USDA will discuss regional programs and funding opportunities that align with NROC interests.

	2:00 pm
	Federal Partner Support for NROC
Betsy Nicholson, NOAA

Desired decision(s) or other outcome:

· Reaction to Committee priority actions

· Identify opportunities for 2009 federal support including committee membership, existing project/initiative overlap, and funding (inkind and direct) resources
Content:
The purpose of this session is to outline the federal support provided in FY08 and discuss opportunities for federal support in FY09 and FY10.  The federal partners will review the priority actions from NROC Committees and discuss state expectations for federal support.

Materials: Outline of 08 federal support/commitments

	3:20pm
	Closing Business

Dave Russ, DOI – Council Vice-Chair
· Review action items and next steps

· Meeting preferences and schedule 

	3:30 pm
	Adjourn 


Federal Partners Agenda ( October 28, 2008 ( Mariner’s House in Boston, MA


Directions to meeting location at � HYPERLINK "http://www.marinershouse.org/" ��www.marinershouse.org/�


Meeting materials available at � HYPERLINK "http://community.csc.noaa.gov/nroc" ��http://community.csc.noaa.gov/nroc�
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