DRAFT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning 

Goal: Characterizing the region’s ocean resources and improved understanding of areas that are suitable for different uses (e.g. energy development, conservation, fishing).  The role of the Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) is to organize state and federal agencies, and with other partners, to develop a regional Coastal and Marine Spatial Plan.

Summary:

NROC’s state and federal members share common interest in a coastal and marine spatial planning (CMSP) process to support characterization of ocean resources to enable minimized use conflicts and improved decision making.  The New England region leads the country in state-level marine spatial planning with individual efforts in Maine, Massachusetts and Rhode Island.  The region sees the potential benefits of engaging in a regional planning exercise and envisions a “first generation” spatial plan for the region that would:  

· Provide states with immensely useful data and information for use in improving coastal/marine management;

· Help states look beyond borders at important and emerging regional issues;

· Build state capacity through potential new funds and products;

· Support region’s renewable energy goals while protecting coastal resources; 
· Strategically engage key partners who can contribute expertise, products and data to advance CMSP, and

· Improve communication with federal agencies and enable more efficient review of activities in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

NROC has served as the convener for regional coastal and marine spatial planning discussions.  NROC will host a Regional Planning Body called for in the Framework for Effective Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning released on July 19, 2010. Sub-regional efforts are anticipated due to unique characteristics of the region.  Current state planning efforts and progress towards improvements in state-federal collaboration (i.e. regulatory streamlining, etc.) will continue and not be superseded by regional planning.

Activity Details:

1. Map progress on CMSP in New England

Actions:

· Document that inventories state, federal and partner progress (in product form) on CMSP in New England. This will enable region to catalog our accomplishments, tap existing expertise, and ensure an organic approach to regional CMSP.
2. Conduct regional coastal and marine spatial planning workshop for government and partners. 

Actions: 

· Workshop for policy-makers, managers, scientists and other partners on Nov 9-10 at Roger Williams University, RI.

· “Next steps” document to support the development of a regional plan. 

3. Develop a CMSP Framework that will serve as outline for how the region will proceed in developing a regional CMS Plan.

Actions: 

· Framework reflecting input from states and federal agencies on NROC and key partners

· Identification of partner contributions to framework (expertise, resources that can be applied to various parts of framework)

4. Governance Structure to Advance CMSP in New England

Actions:

· Schematic and narrative that describe the relationship between NROC and the New England CMSP Regional Planning Body.

· Options paper that describes strategies for engaging partners in the CMSP process. This product will be deliberated at the November CMSP workshop.

5. Develop a proposal for a regional Coastal and Marine Spatial Plan based on NROC’s draft framework.  

Actions:

· Proposal for NOAA Regional Ocean Partnership Funding Program (Due December 10, 2010)

6. Develop a regional data portal that identifies regional CMSP data needs and priorities.   (Note: This is part of a larger Northeast Data Portal project led by the Gulf of Maine Research Institute, NERACOOS, Massachusetts Ocean Partnership, The Nature Conservancy, and Applied Science Associates).
Actions:

· Briefing with NROC members to align management needs with plan for regional data portal (September 2010)

· Data inventory focused on key data themes that support CMSP applications and products

· Demo to be shared at NROC November Workshop

· Proposal for full regional data portal project (see also OCEH Activity #1 and OEPM Activities #1 and #3)
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