DRAFT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Ocean Energy Planning 
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Goal: The planning, siting, authorization, and operation of coastal and ocean energy generation and distribution facilities will be made within a regional strategic context via improved coordination, communication, and responsible stewardship of the public trust, so that these facilities help to meet the region’s energy needs as part of a diverse portfolio of energy sources. The Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) should recognize and emphasize the states’ primary role in approving, denying, or regulating energy or other facilities within state waters.

Summary: There is growing awareness among state and federal planners, managers, and regulators that they lack the comprehensive information base required to evaluate coastal and ocean energy projects within a regional context. The current framework for decision making is project specific, based largely upon federal law and regulations pertinent to the Outer Continental Shelf. In addition, uncertainties remain concerning the states’ role in decisions and investments regarding energy projects in federal waters. 

There is growing appreciation for the need of a regional strategic framework that enhances interagency and intergovernmental coordination, communication and responsible stewardship of the public trust, and addresses the full range of planning, siting, authorization, and operation of coastal and ocean energy generating and distribution facilities. NROC’s role is to enable federal, state, private sector, and non-governmental organizations to discuss regional approaches to ocean energy resource and energy maritime transportation issues.  Implicit is the need to uphold the states’ central role in approving, denying or regulating energy or other facilities within state coastal and estuarine waters.

Activity Details:

1. Identify the types and sources of contextual and baseline data and knowledge essential for ocean energy facility development, impact mitigation, and operations. [Note: with the convening of the NROC CMSP ad-hoc committee, there will be some overlap with the OEPM standing committee activities.]
Actions: [Note: The following actions and deliverables include those supported with existing and in-kind resources as well as those that need additional resources not yet identified.]

· Coordinate with CMSP Strategy Team to develop an acquisition strategy for priority data for ocean energy planning (see also CMSP activity #6).
· Meeting of relevant resource agencies (e.g., FWS, NMFS, state agencies) and the state- and Federal-authorizers (e.g., BOEMRE, Army Corps, CRMC) to identify New England’s regional biological survey needs.  (Note: NROC will use lessons learned from similar meeting to be convened by BOEMRE in NJ to inform the scope and design of a NE meeting.)  

2. Promote communications among state, federal, non-profit and private sector interests around ocean energy planning initiatives. 
Actions: [Note: The following actions and deliverables include those supported with existing and in-kind resources as well as those that need additional resources not yet identified.]

· Routine exchange of information among the New England states (and other states around the country) through a combination of webinars and committee conference calls.

· Maintain communication with the Atlantic Governors Consortium on Wind Energy.  

· Identify state, regional, and national conferences that NROC can organize and facilitate sessions or panels focused on sharing information and perspectives on ocean energy planning initiatives.  

· A robust sub-page on the NROC web site devoted to status updates on New England’s ocean energy planning initiatives (e.g., RI SAMP web site) as well as basic descriptions and contact information for each.
3. Maintain an inventory of projects devoted to renewable ocean energy resource development and maritime transportation and handling of fossil fuel supplies. [Note: with the convening of the NROC CMSP ad-hoc committee, there will be some overlap with the OEPM standing committee activities.]
Actions:

· Continue to update GIS database of NE ocean energy projects.

· Work with regional and national data providers to host data (see also CMSP activity #6).

