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Announcement

The Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC) has established a public comment and review
process for the 2010-2012 Committee work plans. Comments will be accepted from
September 20th through October 31st. This process will suffice for the public review required
to qualify any of these activities for funding under the FY11 NOAA Regional Ocean Partnership
Funding Program (FFO # NOAA-NOS-CSC-2011-2002721).

To Submit Comments:

Please go to NROC website (http://collaborate.csc.noaa.gov/nroc) to view work plans. You may
submit general comments or specific comments via ‘track changes’ in a Word document to
Adrianne.Harrison@noaa.gov. Please include ‘NROC Comments’ in subject line.

Public Review Guidance

Please provide comments on one or more of the 2010-2012 NROC Work Plans. Comments
should be focused on the content of the existing activities identified by NROC co-chairs and
Committees. Suggested review elements include:

1. Are there specific enhancements you'd like to see made to an Activity?

2. For each Activity, does the approach or product add value to the region? If not, please
describe ways this Activity could add more value and better address the region’s needs.

3. Does the Activity adequately consider ongoing related work in the region (e.g. is the
Activity duplicative or complementary of other projects)? Please reference related work
(and appropriate contacts) that should be considered in the planning of this Activity. You
may also indicate your interest in partnering with NROC on specific Activities listed in the
work plans.

4. Please avoid wordsmithing and focus on content.

While we are not soliciting ideas for additional Activities, you are welcome to submit them for
consideration in future work plans.

Committee co-chairs will review comments beginning November 1% and incorporate ideas
where possible. A written record of all comments will be generated and posted the NROC
website.

Background on NROC Work Plans

The Council established the three Standing Committees to serve as region-wide coordination
and action groups for three priority issue areas — ecosystem health, coastal hazards resilience,
ocean energy planning. NROC has recently established a strategy team to coordinate regional
coastal and marine spatial planning activities. Standing Committees, and the new strategy
team, inform and recommend to the Council how best to approach regional problems and
coordinate activities.

This is the third iteration of Committee work plans. The Committees have included two types of
activities — those that can be accomplished with existing resources (primarily in-kind) and those
that require additional resources.
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