



NROC Climate Statement

The Northeast Regional Ocean Council (NROC), the U.S. arm of the New England Governors’ and Eastern Canadian Premiers’ (NEG/ECP)Ocean Working Committee,  recognizes that the impacts of climate change, as portrayed in the 2007 International Panel on Climate Change Fourth Assessment Report, have and will have profound effects on New England’s ocean and coastal resources.  NROC is concerned with how rise in sea-level, change in frequency and intensity of coastal storms, change in coastal processes, increase in ocean temperature, and increased demand for alternative offshore energy sources will affect its three areas of focus, namely 1) ocean and coastal hazard response and resiliency, 2) ocean and coastal ecosystem health, and 3) ocean energy resource planning and management.  

The NROC, in collaboration with its federal partners, is well positioned to facilitate integration of state hazard plans, energy plans, and climate change action plans to reduce redundancy and better leverage national and regional resources.  NROC will foster collaboration and communication amongst it members and with regional entities such as the NEG/ECP Committee on Environment and Climate Change Steering Committee, the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission’s Climate Change Initiative, and the Northeast Region of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Local Governments for Sustainability.  The interaction with the NEG/ECP Climate Change Steering Committee will be to assist them in responding to the actions contained in Resolution 32-5, “Resolution Concerning Climate Change Adaptation,” that was adopted by the CEG/ECP during their annual meeting on September 16, 2008. 
Understanding the impacts of climate change on coastal and ocean resources is vital to the creation of informed climate adaptation strategies.  Adaptation to these anticipated climate impacts requires a coordinated response from state and federal partners to quickly incorporate strategies into future planning and decision-making processes. NROC will work with regional organizations to identify, strengthen, and align the coastal and ocean components of their regional climate adaptation strategies.

NROC commits to capitalizing on its state-federal interagency partnerships to facilitate the sharing of knowledge across the region.  For example, NROC is championing the development of an inventory of climate initiatives and activities that will form the backbone to building a regional strategy.  Additionally, the NROC is convening regional workshops, using webinars and other electronic communication media to cost-effectively engage a diverse group of participants, and providing representatives to regional boards such as the Gulf of Maine Ocean Observing System (GoMOOS) and the Northeastern Regional Association of Coastal Ocean Observing Systems (NERACOOS).
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